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The New Zealand Embassy encourages all

New Zealanders either visiting or living in Korea to
register on www.safetravel.govt.nz. By registering
on this site it will help us find you in an emergency
so we can check on your well-being or send you
important information. Safe Travel is the official
source of advice for New Zealanders travelling or
living overseas.

facebook - Seoul

NEW ZEALANC

The New Zealand Embassy, Seoul has launched

its official Facebook page to raise awareness of
New Zealand and Embassy activities. Please visit
www.facebook.com/nzembassykoreaa n d  fus. i

New Z ealand Embassy

Jeong Dong Building, Level 8 (West Tower)
15-5 Jeong-dong, Jung-gu

Seoul 100-784, Republic of Korea

KPO Box2258, SEOUL110-110

Telephone 82-2-3701-7700; Fax 82-2-3701-7701
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ForeignMinister Murray McCully recogniseKorean actressla J; wo n 6 s
contribution as a New Zealand Cultural Ambassador in Korea.

Ambassador Patrick Rata and Kargmp songGangnam Styfe s
singerPsy holding &New ZealaneKoreaYear of Friendship Bhirt.

. e -
Te Arawa Maori Group celebrates tNew ZealaneKoreaYear
of Friendshipn downtown Seoul
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A range of exciting events have been held under
the banner of the MNew Zealand-Korea 2012 Year
of Friendshipd Reciprocal visits by the New
Zealand and Korean Foreign Ministers helped
highlight the special year. The New Zealand
Minister of Trade also visited Korea. As well, Te
Arawa Maori Group performed in Myeong-dong
and leading New Zealand percussion group Strike
also joined the Korea celebrations. We are proud
that young Kiwi golfing sensation Lydia Ko agreed
to serve as our Sports Ambassador for the Year of
Friendship.

KAPA HAKA IN DOWNTOWN SEOUL

Crowds of Myeong-dong shoppers stopped in their
tracks for a powerful performance by one of New
Zeal andds top Maori
on 23 October. After a high-energy traditional
performance, the crowd was treated to an
impromptu Maori version of chart-topper Gangnam
Style. Renditions of Arirang and Pokarekare-ana
(which Koreans know as ) were also crowd
favourites.

Kapa haka, meaning a Maori group performance,
was performed by the Te Arawa Maori Group from
Rotorua. The group also ran a training session for
the audience, teaching iconic Maori dances such
as poi and haka. The group performed as part of
the 49" Global Myeong-dong Festival and also
participated in the 2012 ICCN World Intangible
Culture Festival in Gangneung. The group were led
by Deputy Mayor of Rotorua Trevor Maxwell.

kapa

Te Arawa Maori Group from Rotorua performing in Myeong-dong
in downtown Seoul.

Female performers doing action songs.

AfiThe reaction of the
top kapa haka groups was stunning. What a great
opportunity for Korea to experience Maori culture in
the middl e buwitst sSSempudibrsg
said New Zeal and
was a fantastic way to celebrate 2012 as the New
Zealand-Korea Year of Friendship, marking fifty
year s of di pl omati c
Ambassador Rata.
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E5vki5x-EI8&feature=plcp
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E5vki5x-EI8&feature=plcp
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The Maorigr o u p

The Maori performance group was brought to
Myeong-dong by the New Zealand Embassy to
celebrate tNawe ZeatahdFKioreai 2012
Yearof Friendshipo.

MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS VISITS KOREA

New Zealand Minister of Foreign Affairs, Hon
Murray McCully, visited Korea on 6-7 September.
He held policy discussions with his counterpart
Minister Kim Sung-hwan, attended a reception in
celebration of the New Zealand-Korea Year of
Friendship, hosted a lunch for members of the
National Assembly, and presented a congratulatory
plague to New Zealand Cultural Ambassador Ha Ji-
won.

Minister Murray McCully (centre) had a foreign poIiy lunch with six
members of the National Assembly Committee on Foreign Affairs,
Unification and Trade.

Minister Mc Cu | leggagement with Foreign
Minister Kim was a continuation of their discussion
in Auckland one month before. In Seoul, the
conversation focused on common regional and
international issues faced by Korea and New
Zealand, and areas for closer bilateral cooperation
and consultation given
values and interests.

Ko r Sangnarp Stype. st ar

Six members of the National Assembly Committee
on Foreign Affairs, Unification and Trade
participated in a foreign policy lunch with Minister
McCully, which traversed a range of bilateral and
regional issues. The participating representatives
were Chair Ahn Hong-joon, Deputy Chairs Chung
Moon-hun and Shim Jae-kwon, and Members Won
Yoo-chul, Choung Byoung-gug and Hong Ik-pyo.
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Minister McCully presented a plaque to Korean actress
Ha Ji-won recognising her contribution as a New Zealand
Cultural Ambassador in Korea.

Minister McCully used his visit to promote the
active and growing relationship between Korea and
New Zealand. In this regard, the Minister
recognised the contribution New Zealand Cultural
Ambassador and actress Ha Ji-won has made to
promoting cultural relations between the two
countries.

NEwW ZEALAND-KOREA YEAR OF FRIENDSHIP
RECEPTION

On the occasion of Minister McCullyd s Vi's
Ambassador Patrick Rata hosted a Year of Friendship
reception at the Residence on 6 September. In his
speech, Minister McCully noted the strong bonds of
friendship between New Zealand and Korea, exciting
new areas of cooperation including on Antarctic, and
successes of Korean New Zealanders such as golfer
Lydia Ko. Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs Ahn Ho-
young replied on behalf of the Korean Government,
noting his own personal experiences in working with
New Zealand and the level of affection between the
two countries.
t he

The reception was attended by around one hundred
key figures in the bilateral relationship between Korea
and New Zealand, including members of the National
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Assembly, prominent business community members,
senior officials, members of arts and culture
communities, and the board of the Kiwi Chamber of
Commerce in Korea.

EW ZEALAND

Minister McCully talking with Korean lawmakers
and a Government official.
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Minister McCully and Ambassador Rata with Kiwi Chamber
Board members.

Minister Murray McCully delivering his speech
at the New Zealand-Korea Year of Friendship reception. YOUNG Kiwi STAR NAMED  AS SPORTS

AMBASSADOR

At a ceremony on 4 September, Ambassador
Patrick Rata presented an award and certificate to
teenage golfing sensation Lydia Ko designating her

as the New Zeal and Embass
Ambassador for the New Zealand-Korea Year of
Friendship.
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Ambassador Rata said Lydia was a perfect fit for

www.tacebook.com/nzer

- w3 the role. In_front of an au_dignce of Er_nba_ssy staff,
ot 2301 3 2012 representatives of the Kiwi community in Seoul,
medi a, and Lydiads mum, A
t hat al | New Zeal anders
Korean Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs Ahn Ho-young delivering recent victor i es at t he Canadi a
a speech of reply. and US Womends Afid eamre ey

of you, proud of your achievements and proud of
the way you have conducted yourself these last few
weeks. We want to share in your magnificent
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achievements and this event and award is a way of
showing y ou our
Ambassador Rata.

i
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support

Lydia Ko designated as the New Zealand Embassy's Sports
Ambassador by Ambassador Patrick Rata.

At age 15, Ms Ko is the youngest winner of an
LPGA Tour event. In accepting the award of
Sports Ambassador, Ms Ko talked about her pride
in being a Kiwi and her deep gratitude for the
support received from all New Zealanders. The
ceremony also included an impromptu putting
contest in which Ambassador Rata finished last
and Lydia, naturally, won.

NEw ZEALAND PERCUSSION GROUP PERFORMS
TWICE IN KOREA

New Zealand's internationally-renowned
percussion group "Strike" performed on 27 July at
KNUA Hall of the Korea National University of Arts.
Theirs was the prestigious closing performance of
the week-long Second International Percussion
Festival in Seoul.

At the Festival's opening ceremony, Ambassador
Patrick Rata congratulated the organisers on a
magnificent event and said Strike's participation
would be a wonderful opportunity to highlight and
celebrate the New Zealand-Korea 2012 Year of
Friendship. He added that "Strike continues our
strong South Pacific tradition of drumming,
incorporating it with classical and contemporary
musical influences for a spectacular performance.”

Strike performing at the Second International Percussion Festival
in Seoul.
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‘ Ambassador Patrick Rata meeting with Strik at the opening night
of the Percussion Festival in Seoul.

Strike performing at the 2012 Sacheon International Percussion
Festival.

Ambassador Rata was also guest speaker at the
opening ceremony of a second Percussion Festival
held in Sacheon City, South Gyeongsang Province
on 2 August. In his remarks, Ambassador Rata
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