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The New Zealand Embassy encourages all  
New Zealanders either visiting or living in Korea to 
register on www.safetravel.govt.nz.  By registering 
on this site it will help us find you in an emergency 
so we can check on your well-being or send you 
important information.  Safe travel is the official 
source of advice for New Zealanders travelling or 
living overseas. 
 

 

 

New Z ealand Embassy   
Jeong Dong Building, Level 8 (West Tower) 
15-5 Jeong-dong, Jung-gu 
Seoul 100-784, Republic of Korea 
KPO Box 2258, SEOUL 110-110 
Telephone 82-2-3701-7700; Fax 82-2-3701-7701  
Website: www.nzembassy.com/korea;  E-mail: nzembsel@kornet.net   

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Mt Seolak shrouded by cloud and fog. (Photo: Sun-Hee Hwang) 

 

 
May roses on a traditional Korean wall. (Photo: Sun-Hee Hwang) 

 

 
Korean dolls displayed at a shop in Insa-dong, Seoul (Photo: Sophie Kang) 

http://www.safetravel.govt.nz/
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B I L A T E R A L  

 

 
KOREA-NEW ZEALAND 2012 YEAR OF FRIENDSHIP  
 

 
 

A range of events have been held under the 
banner of ñKorea-New Zealand 2012 Year of 
Friendshipò and there will be more throughout the 
year. We are proud that Red Leap Theatre 
Company and Black Grace joined the celebrations. 
An inaugural New Zealand-Korea Track II Dialogue 
was also held in Seoul as part of the Year of 
Friendship. 
 

 

"THE ARRIVAL" WAS ENTHUSIASTICALLY 

RECEIVED BY AUDIENCES IN SEOUL 
 

 
Guests had up close encounters with some  
of the puppet characters at the reception. 

 

New Zealandôs Red Leap Theatre Companyôs 
performance of ñThe Arrivalò was enthusiastically 
received by audiences at the LG Arts Center in 
Seoul. 

The performance is based on an illustrated novel 
by Shaun Tan and tells the story of a migrant 
arriving in a strange new land. The outstanding 
opening night performance on 3 May was followed 
by a 2012 Korea-New Zealand Year of Friendship 
reception hosted by Ambassador Patrick Rata. 
Guests were able to meet the cast and crew and 
had up close encounters with some of the puppet 
characters. Media stories from the night were 
published by DongA Ilbo Daily, Yonhap News and 
the Korea Times. The Arrival also played at the 
Busan International Performing Arts Festival from 
11-13 May. 
 

 
Deputy Head of Mission Daniel Mellsop welcoming guests at the 
reception held  following the opening performance of ñThe Arrivalò. 

 

 
Embassy staff, cast members of ñThe Arrivalò and Kiwi guests singing  

a ñwaiataò (Maori song) at the reception. 

 

BLACK GRACE WOWS BUSAN AUDIENCE  
New Zealand dance company Black Grace 
delivered a stunning performance at the opening 
ceremony of the 8th Busan International Dance 
Festival on 1 June. Their commanding performance 
had the audience of thousands enthralled as they 
relocated the sounds and movements of New 
Zealand and the Pacific into the beautiful beach 
town of Haeundae in Busan, South Korea. Black 
Grace is one of New Zealandôs leading dance 
companies and has held a unique position on the 
world stage for over 17 years. Fusing Pacific and 

http://english.yonhapnews.co.kr/national/2012/05/04/72/0301000000AEN20120504004400315F.HTML
http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/news/special/2012/05/175_110356.html
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contemporary dance in an extraordinary and 
dynamic form, Black Grace is internationally 
renowned for its artistry, creative excellence and 
innovation. The Group is led by founder and artistic 
director, Neil Ieremia. 
 

 
Black Grace delivering a stunning performance at the opening 

ceremony of the Busan International Dance Festival. 
(Photo: Kyung Im Seo) 

 

 
Enthralling the Busan audience with their commanding performance. 

(Photo: Kyung Im Seo) 

 

 
Relocating the sounds and movements of New Zealand and the Pacific 

into Haeundae Beach, Busan. 
 (Photo: Kyung Im Seo) 

AMBASSADOR RATA ATTENDS BUSAN 

INTERNATIONAL DANCE FESTIVAL 
 

 
Ambassador Patrick Rata delivers congratulatory remarks  

at the opening ceremony of the 8
th
 Busan International Dance Festival. 

 
Ambassador Patrick Rata was a guest speaker at 
the opening ceremony of the 8th Busan 
International Dance Festival held in Haeundae on 1 
June. Other high-level speakers, with whom the 
Ambassador interacted, included the Mayor of 
Busan, Mayor of Haeundae, and Organizing 
Chairperson of the Festival. Thousands of people 
attended the outdoor ceremony and the event had 
the overall theme of ñDance! Embrace the Oceanò. 
Eight contemporary dance groups from all over the 
world held the audience spellbound for more than 
three hours, including the great New Zealand 
company, Black Grace. In his remarks, 
Ambassador Rata congratulated the organizers on 
a magnificent occasion and highlighted Black 
Graceôs participation as a wonderful opportunity to 
emphasize the 2012 official Year of Friendship 
between New Zealand and Korea. 

 
NEW ZEALAND-KOREA TRACK II DIALOGUE 
As part of the New Zealand-Korea 2012 Year of 
Friendship, academics from both countries came 
together in Seoul 14-15 May 2012 for an inaugural 
Track II Dialogue. The event was led by the Asia 
New Zealand Foundation and Koreaôs Asan 
Institute for Policy Studies. 
 
The participants enjoyed two days of presentations 
and discussion on a range of political, security and 
economic issues in our region. They also examined 
the contemporary bilateral relationship from an 
academicôs perspective. The Korean and New 
Zealand academics alike valued the opportunity for 
an in-depth exchange of views and to learn how 
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these subjects are examined from another 
countryôs perspective. Ambassador Patrick Rata 
hosted the delegations to dinner at the New 
Zealand Residence. 
 
The New Zealand delegation was led by Dr Richard 
Grant, Former Executive Director of the Asia New 
Zealand Foundation and comprised Professor 
Xiaoming Huang, Victoria University; Dr Mark Rolls, 
Waikato University; Professor Alex Tan, University 
of Canterbury; Wilson Chau, Asia New Zealand 
Foundation Young Leader; and Dr Andrew Butcher, 
Research and Policy Director, Asia Zealand 
Foundation. Koreaôs delegation was led by former 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Professor Han Sung-joo 
of Korea University; Professor Lee Inho, Chair of 
the Asan Institute; and Dr Hahm Chaibong, 
President of the Asan Institute. A number of other 
Korean and Korea-based academics attended 
throughout the dialogue. 
 
It is hoped that further New Zealand ï Korea Track 
II dialogues can be held in the future. 
 

 
New Zealand-Korea Track II Dialogue was held at the Asan  

Institute for Policy Studies, Seoul. 

 
 

 
The Embassy had a busy period including two 
Ministerial visits, the chance to honour a 
longstanding friend of New Zealand Chairman Chi 
and a range of trade activities. 
 

 
 
 

KOREA-AUSTRALIA-NEW ZEALAND BROADBAND 

SUMMIT HELD IN SEOUL 
Minister for Communications and Information 
Technology Amy Adams visited Seoul for the 
annual Korea-Australia-New Zealand (KANZ) 
Broadband Summit on 15-16 May, accompanied by 
a delegation of New Zealand Government and 
business IT leaders.  As well as attending the 
KANZ summit, the delegation took part in activities 
to strengthen commercial links and to raise the 
profile of New Zealandôs innovative ICT sector. 
Minister Adams is also New Zealandôs Minister for 
the Environment, and met with her Korean 
counterpart Minister, Yoo Young-sook, to support 
the growing collaboration between Korea and New 
Zealand on environment issues. 
 

 
Communications and Information Technology Minister Amy Adams 

(second from right) meeting with Chairman Kye Cheol Lee (left) of the 
Korea Communications Commission on 14 May. 

 

 
Minister Amy Adams supporting links between New Zealand ICT 

companies and potential Korean customers at an NZTE-organised 
event at the Ambassadorôs Residence. 
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VISIT TO KOREA BY MINISTER OF COMMERCE 

CRAIG FOSS  
Minister of Commerce Craig Foss visited Korea 
from 20-23 May to attend the fifth APEC Education 
Ministersô Meeting held in Gyeongju. The meeting 
brought together education ministers, academics 
and senior officials from 21 APEC economies to 
review progress on collaborative education projects 
and set the direction for a new four-year work 
programme. Minister Foss represented New 
Zealand in his capacity as Associate Minister of 
Education. 

 
During his visit Minister Foss also met with 
Chairman of the Financial Services Commission, 
Kim Seokdong, to discuss New Zealand and 
Koreaôs respective approaches to financial market 
reform. New Zealand Ambassador Patrick Rata 
hosted a business breakfast where Minister Foss 
provided an update on New Zealand business 
regulation reform to Korean businesspeople who 
have invested in New Zealand and New 
Zealanders active in the Korean market. 

 

 
Minister Foss meeting with Chairman Kim Seokdong of the Financial 

Services Commission. 

 

KOREAN CITIZEN CHI KAP-CHONG MADE AN 

HONORARY OFFICER OF THE NEW ZEALAND 

ORDER OF MERIT 
At the New Zealand Embassy in Seoul on 4 June, 
Ambassador Patrick Rata met with Mr Chi Kap-
Chong to congratulate him on becoming an 
Honorary Officer of the New Zealand Order of Merit 
(ONZM). Chairman of the UN Korean War Allies 
Association, Mr Chi received his award in the June 
2012 Queenôs Birthday and Diamond Jubilee New 
Zealand Honours List for services to New Zealand-
Korean relations. 
 

Ambassador Rata said ñMr Chiôs tireless work over 
more than five decades to promote better 
understanding between the UN Allies, including 
New Zealand, and Korea is highly valued by New 
Zealand.ò 
 

 
Ambassador Patrick Rata (right) congratulating Chairman Chi Kap-
Chong (left) on becoming an Honorary Officer of the New Zealand 

Order of Merit at the New Zealand Embassy on 4 June. 

 
Mr Chi was instrumental in establishing the New 
Zealand ANZAC memorial in Kapyeong. The Prime 
Minister of New Zealand, Rt Hon John Key, 
attended a wreath laying ceremony at the 
Kapyeong memorial in March 2012. 
 
ñMr Chiôs efforts have made an enormous 
contribution to ensuring that New Zealand veterans 
and the role New Zealand played in the Korean 
War are remembered by current and future 
generations of Koreansò, Ambassador Rata said. 
 
Only a small number of non-New Zealanders 
receive the honour of becoming an Honorary 
Officer of the New Zealand Order of Merit.  
 

AMBASSADOR RATA CALLS ON REPRESENTATIVE 

JASMINE LEE  
Ambassador Patrick Rata called on first-term 
Member of the National Assembly Jasmine Lee, 
from the Saenuri Party on 18 June. Representative 
Lee spoke about her excitement at being a new 
member of the National Assembly and her plans 
while in the legislature. She celebrated South 
Koreaôs growing sense of multiculturalism. 
Ambassador Rata spoke of New Zealandôs 
multicultural heritage. The two also discussed the 
vibrant bilateral relationship between Korea and 
New Zealand. 
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Ambassador Patrick Rata presenting Representative Lee with some  

New Zealand manuka honey. 

 

HEALTHY NEW ZEALAND FOOD AND BEVERAGES 

SHOWCASED AT SEOUL FOOD AND HOTEL, 8-11 

MAY 
New Zealand Trade and Enterprise (NZTE) Seoul 
showcased fresh, healthy food and beverages from 
ten companies at the New Zealand pavilion at 
Seoul Food and Hotel, the largest food and 
beverage trade show in Korea, from 8-11 May. At 
the pavilion, a kitchen and a tasting stand were set 
up for visitors with renowned New Zealand chef 
Darren Wright demonstrating and showcasing 
various menu items using the products of exhibiting 
companies. 
 

 
Quality New Zealand food and beverages were showcased  

at Seoul Food and Hotel held from 8-11 May. 

 
Graeme Solloway, Trade Commissioner to Seoul, 
said, ñThis was the third time New Zealand joined 
Seoul Food exhibition. Feedback from the 
exhibitors at our pavilion was very positive. The 
assistance by NZTE, including an extensive range 

of business matching with key buyers, enabled 
them to develop many new business opportunities 
for follow up. Exhibitors estimated over $8 million of 
business leads from the fair.ò 
 
On the second day of the exhibition, NZTE 
organised a networking reception with Ambassador 
Patrick Rata and Trade Commissioner Solloway for 
exhibitors and around 150 Korean food industry 
VIPs, featuring an array of dishes using New 
Zealand ingredients. 

 

MAYOR OF CHRISTCHURCH CITY ADDRESSES 

HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE CONFERENCE 
On 10 May, the Mayor of Christchurch City, Bob 
Parker, delivered a keynote address at the 2012 
Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief 
Conference, held at Ewha Womans University, 
Seoul. He gave a moving account of the impact of 
the violent earthquake which struck Christchurch in 
February 2011 and offered a Mayor's perspective 
of the challenges of responding to natural 
catastrophes. General James D. Thurman, 
Commander of United Nations Command and 
United States Forces Korea, also addressed the 
Conference. 
 

 
From left: General Kwon Oh Sung - Deputy Commander CFC, 

Ambassador Patrick Rata, General James D. Thurman, and Mayor 
Bob Parker. 

 

AMBASSADOR RATA ATTENDS MEDIA LUNCH 

ORGANISED BY BEEF + LAMB NEW ZEALAND 
Ambassador Patrick Rata attended a lunch in 
Seoul on 15 May organised by Beef + Lamb New 
Zealand where New Zealand grass-fed beef was 
showcased to a number of media. Ambassador 
Rata highlighted the quality and distinctiveness of 
New Zealand beef as well as other New Zealand 
exports into Korea and said a successfully 
concluded free trade agreement would be win-win 
for both our countries. Beef + Lamb New Zealand 
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Market Manager for Korea, John Hundleby, 
provided further information on the merits for 
Korean consumers of New Zealand beef. 
 

 
Ambassador Patrick Rata highlighting the quality of New Zealand beef 

to media at a lunch on 15 May. 

 

EARLY CHILD STUDY ABROAD AND ENGLISH 

CAMP FAIR 
Education New Zealandôs Seoul Embassy team 
participated in the 7th Early Child Study Abroad and 
English Camp Fair on 19 and 20 May at the COEX 
in Seoul. This is an annual education fair which 
targets young Korean students who are looking at 
shorter and longer term study abroad. Education 
New Zealand had a generic booth at the fair and 
received about 50 enquiries during the two days.  
 

 
Education New Zealand Seoul participated in the 7

th
 Early Child Study 

Abroad and English Camp Fair on 19-20 May. 

 

AMBASSADOR RATA CO-HOSTS NEW ZEALAND 

BEEF BARBEQUE EVENT 
Ambassador Patrick Rata co-hosted a barbecue 
event at the Residence on 20 June together with 
Mr John Hundleby, Market Manager (Korea) of 
Beef + Lamb New Zealand. Around one hundred 

guests attended including meat and broader food 
trade personnel, media representatives and 
bloggers. Guests were able to sample barbecuing 
of different cuts of New Zealand grass-fed beef as 
well as a variety of other dishes featuring grass-fed 
beef cuts. Everybody enjoyed the great taste and 
quality of the New Zealand beef, washed down with 
high-quality New Zealand beverages. 

 

 
Ambassador Patrick Rata (centre) promoting New Zealand grass-fed 
beef with Mr John Hundleby, Market Manager (Korea) of Beef + Lamb 

New Zealand (right) and Trade Commissioner Graeme Solloway 

 

 
About 100 guests enjoyed the New Zealand beef barbeque event. 

 

VILLA MARIAôS 50TH
 ANNIVERSARY 

CELEBRATIONS  
The Ambassadorôs Residence provided the venue 

for New Zealand winery Villa Mariaôs 28 June 

Korean media event to celebrate its 50th vintage. 

Ms Charlotte Read, Asia Market Manager, together 

with Villa Mariaôs Korean partner, Shindong Wine, 

invited 13 key Korean media contacts from leading 

wine industry magazines, online wine portal 

websites and trend-setting monthly magazines. 

Ambassador Patrick Rata and Trade Commissioner 

Graeme Solloway attended and the occasion 

included a photo session, press conference and 


