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Recent reforms in the New Zealand 

science and innovation system 
 

 

- Core funding for the Crown Research Institutes  

- Creation of the Ministry of Business, Innovation & 
Employment 

- Advanced Technology Institute established 

- National Science Challenges launched 

- International strategy 
 

 
 

 

     

 

 
 

 



Reform of the Crown research institutes 

 

Commenced in 2010 following formal review 

ÅMore ócore fundingô allocated to: 

Åprovide greater stability in system 

Åensure essential capability provided 

Ågive CRIs greater flexibility to initiate work. 

 

 



MBIE ï New Zealandôs newest Ministry 

 

Ministry of 

Science and 

Innovation 

Department of 

Labour 

Department of 

Building and 

Housing 

Ministry of 

Economic 

Development 

Science investment 

Science policy 

Energy 

Tourism 

Natural resources 

Consumer affairs 

Radio spectrums 

Intellectual property 

Minerals, petroleum 

Regional growth 

Immigration 

Health and safety 

Employment relations 

Building compliance 

Tenancy issues 

Trades licencing 
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Merged on 1 July 2012 
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Business Growth Agenda 



Building Innovation focuses on seven 

areas 
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Building innovation in 
ǎŜǾŜƴ ƪŜȅ ŀǊŜŀǎΧ 

Strengthening Research Institutions 

Growing the Innovation Workforce 

Encouraging Business Innovation 

Building International Linkages 

Improving Intellectual Property 
Settings 

Boosting Public Science Investment 

Developing Innovation 
Infrastructure 

A large number of businesses undertaking 
innovation, and innovating to a high level, in 
products and services, across all sectors of 
the economy. 

Superb research institutions that undertake  
research and support commercialisation  

that is relevant to and creates  
value for New Zealand. 

A tertiary education and skills policy that 
develops science and business skills to 
ensure New Zealand can compete in an 
innovative world and is a place where 
talented people want to live. 

Superb formal and informal international 
links spanning trade, culture, investment, 
and research with countries around the 
world. 

Effective intellectual property settings that 
create an environment where businesses can 

effectively create, manage, and utilise 
intellectual property. 

The infrastructure to enable people and 
businesses to innovate successfully. 

Investing in research relevant to New 
Zealand that offers opportunities for 

commercialisation, whilst achieving value for 
taxpayers. 



 

Å Announced in July 2012 

Å A new high-tech HQ for innovative New Zealand 

businesses 

Å Will help high-tech firms become more 

competitive by better connecting them with the 

expertise and facilities that exist within the ATI 

and across research organisations 

Advanced Technology Institute (ATI) 
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The National Science Challenges  

Å The Government has announced an initiative to identify 10 or so big 

challenges that are crucial for New Zealandôs future.  

Å Budget 2012 set aside $60 million over 4 years 

Å Over time, most mission-led public investment in science will be directed 

towards the Challenges. 
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Challenge topic criteria 

Å Topic relates to a national-scale issue 

Å Topic is directed at an outcome, objective or goal 

Å Topic can be solved or addressed by science (ie there is a 

significant or critical scientific information/knowledge constraint 

to achieving the challenge) 

Å The topics covers a wide portfolio of research activity 

Å Wide consensus that it is an important question for New 

Zealand  
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The Challenges will complement industry-led, discovery-led and 

other mission-led research  

National 
Science 

Challenge 
2 

National 
Science 

Challenge 
3 

National 
Science 

Challenge 
4 

National 
Science 

Challenge 
5 

National 
Science 

Challenge 
6 

National 
Science 

Challenge 
7 

National 
Science 

Challenge 
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Innovation investments 

Industry - led Research  

Mission - led National Science Challenges  

Contestable 
funding 

CRI Core 
Funding 

MBIE Investment 

Critical sector -based science and ecosystem support  

Performance-
Based Research 
Fund 

TEC Investment 

Discovery - led Research  

Marsden Fund 

Primary Growth Partnership Fund 

National 
Science 

Challenge 
1 

Partnership 
Investments 

Smart Ideas 

Essential and on-going support for sector -based science capability and capacity; includes large 
scale research infrastructure, Vision Mƃtauranga, international relationships, enabling technologies, 

etc.  
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How does New Zealand invest in research? 

Å Annual contestable rounds  

Å Core funding for Crown research institutes 

Å On-demand business support funding 

Å Partnerships 

Å International collaborations and capability building 

Å One-off amounts for infrastructure, eg synchrotron 
 

Å Marsden Fund ï investigator-driven research 
 

 

Å Performance-based research funding for universities 
 

Å Primary Growth Partnerships, specialist funds 

 

 

MBIE                          

NZ$793 million 

per annum 

Royal Society of 

New Zealand 

Tertiary Education 

Commission 

Ministry for Primary 

Industries 



Public funding through MBIE ï 2011/12 



MBIEôs International Strategy for Science 

12 priority partners including Germany and, separately, 

the EU 

Resources aligned to priority relationships 

S&I Counsellor for Europe, Bruce McCallum, recently 

appointed 

Dave Lowe appointed as NZ-Germany Co-ordinator 





Further information 

Å http://www.msi.govt.nz/update-me/major-projects/ati/ 

 

Å http://www.msi.govt.nz/get-connected/crown-research-institutes/ 

 

Å http://www.msi.govt.nz/update-me/major-projects/national-science-

challenges/ 

 

Å http://www.msi.govt.nz/get-connected/msi-s-international-partners/  
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